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Transcendentalism

flourished in New England from
1830s to the Civil War.

resource: German idealistic
philosophy, neo-Platonism,
Oriental mysticism and American
native puritan tradition.

the summit of American
Romanticism. It marked the
maturity of American romanticism
and the first renaissance in the
American literary history.

representatives: Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau.




Major Features

= First, the Transcendentalists placed
emphasis on spirit, or the Oversoul, as &
the most important thing in the universe.  §

= The Oversoul was an all-prevailing power
for goodness omnipresent(JEALATEHT)
and omnipotent(Z&=HER, TLPIARER]) ,
from which all things came and of which
all were a part. It existed in nature and
man alike. The individual soul of man could
go beyond the physical limits of the body,
emerge himself with nature, and share
the omniscience (44%1) of the Oversoul.




Secondly, Transcendentalists stressed the
importance of the individual. To them, the
individual was the most important element of
society. The possibilities for man to develop and
improve himself are infinite.

Thirdly, the Transcendentalists offered a fresh
perception of nature as symbol of the spirit. To
them, nature was not purely matter. It was alive,
filled with God's overwhelming presence, on the
human mind. The physical world was a symbol of
the spiritual and all things in nature tended to be
symbolic.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson




Ralph Waldo Emerson
(1803-1882)

= His life
= Major works

= Emerson's Philosophy and
Stylistic Feature

= Emerson's Influence
s Nature




1) born in a clergyman's
family in New England

2) graduated from Harvard

3) founded the
Transcendentalist Club and

published a journal called
The Dial

4) traveled and gave
lectures; quite influential

5) died on April 27, 1882,
buried in Sleepy Hollow
Cemetery, Concord,
Massachusetts.




Major works

1) Nature—the Bible of New England
Transcendentalism.

—a book which declared the birth
of Transcendentalism

2) The American Scholar—America's
Declaration of Intellectual Independence

3)Sel/f-reliance—the importance of
cultivating oneself




Emerson’s Philosophy

1.He firmly believes in the
transcendence of the Oversoul.

2. He advocates "the infinitude of
man" .

3. To Emerson, nature was emblematic
of God.

4 He sees the world as phenomenal,
and emphasizes the need for idealism,
for idealism sees the world in God.




The Maxims of Emerson

There is a time in every man's education when he
arrives at the conviction that envy is ignorance; that
imitation is suicide; that he must take himself for
better, for worse, as his portion... Trust thyself, every
heart vibrates to the iron string. (Self-reliance)

Be yourself; no base imitator of another, but your best
self. There is something which you can do better than
another. Listen to the inward voice and bravely obey
that. Do the things at which you are great, not what
you were never made for.

To be great is to be misunderstood.




Emerson’s Stylistic Features

= Epigrammatic in expression of
ideas

= Rich in comparison, especially
metaphor

= Sometimes incoherent, not well
organized.




Emerson's Influence on
American Literature and Culture

= His call for an independent culture
played a very important part in the
intellectual history of the nation.

= He called on American writers to write
about America in a way peculiarly
American.

= Emerson's importance in the intellectual
history of America lies in the fact that
he embodied a new nation's desire and
struggle to assert its own identity in its
formative period.




Nature

Nature (1836)— "gospel" of American
Transcendentalism.

— put forth the foundation of
transcendentalism, a belief system that
espouses a non-traditional vision of
hature.

Emerson is one of the first writers to
develop a literary style and vision that is
uniquely American, rather than following
in the footsteps of Longfellow and
others who were strongly influenced by
their British cultural heritage.

Nature is the first significant work to
establish this new way of looking at
America and its raw, natural environment.
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Topics for Presentation

= What is Emerson's idea about the relationship
between man and nature?

= According to Emerson, what is the distinction
between adult and children?




1 "Standing on the bare ground,—my
! head bathed in the blithe air, and
1 | uplifted into infinite space,—all mean
1| egotism vanishes. I become a
. fransparent eye-ball; I am nothing; T
.~ see all; the currents of the Universal
- Being circulate through me; T am part
or particle of God."

(Emerson, Nature, 1836)










Analysis of Chapter One

= 1) To have a direct relation with nature,
with God's divine creation, simply go out
and look at the stars. When you approach
nature, you'll not be alone.

= 2) The mind must be open to the
appearances of nature in order to
achieve true wisdom.

= 3) The mind that is truly open to
nature's own truth is F|):oe’r|c. There is a
difference between the poet and the
farmer or a wood-cutter. The farmer
sees the part; the poet sees the whole.




4) Because most of us look at nature only  EiSEs
with our own desires in mind, we do not ‘
really see nature.

"The lover of nature is he whose inward
and outward senses are still truly adjusted
to each other."

5) There is a relation of correspondence or
analogy between human being and all
natural beings: for instance, there is a
spiritual relation between people and
plants. Nature and spirit mirror one
another.

6) What is essential is to be in harmony
with nature.”

Nature always wears the colors of the
spirit." We project our emotions into
nature, and nature reflects them back to
us. Nature is a mirror of the moral state

of the soul.



b

Among Emerson's philosophical sources is the orienta
idea holding the organic unity of man and nature. Try to
illustrate the point.




Assignment

1. Had Thoreau ever
bought a farm? Why did
he enjoy the act of
buying?

2. Where indeed did
Thoreau live, both at a
physical level and at a
spiritual level?




Henry David Thoreau

(1817—1862)

American essayist
Poet
Naturalist
Philosopher
Transcendentalist




That man is the richest whose pleasure are the

cheapest.
—Henry David Thoreau

The lesson he taught himself, and which he tried
to teach others, was summed in the one word
“simplify” (simplify the outward circumstances
of your life, simplify your needs and your ambitions,
learn to delight in the simple pleasures which the
world of nature affords.) And unlike most who
advocate suchattitudes, he put them-into practice.



THOREAU

.

Biographical Introduction

a. Born in Concord in 1817, graduated from Harvard
University in 1837.

b. During his stay with Emerson, Thoreau and his brother
John both found, or thought themselves, inlove with Ellen
after they paid a visit to her in the summer of 1840. Each,
without telling the other, proposed marriage.Ellen was
disposed to accept Henry, bur yielded to the objections of
her father.

c. In 1845, he built a cabin on some land belonging to
Emerson by Walden Pond and moved in to live a very

simple manner for a little over two years, which gave birth to
a-great-transcendentalist work Walden (1854).



The

Night
Thoreau
Spent mn
Jail

Active in social life and had a
strong sense of justice. He
once refused to pay a poll-
tax of 2 dollars because he
felt the tax was unfair, and
thus he was jailed. And later
he wrote an essay named
"Civil Disobedience " (1849)
which advocated passive
resistance to unjust laws and
influenced Gandhi in India.
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WALDEN:

OR,

LIFE IN THE WO0OODS.

By HENRY D. THOREATU,

AUTHOR OF “4 WEEK ON THE CONCORD AND MERRIMACE RIVERS"™

wk‘m—ﬁ:i

I do not propose to write an ode lo dejection, but to brag as lustily a8 chanticleer in the
morming, standing on his roost, if only to wake my neighbors up. — Page 02,

BOSTON:
TICKNOR AND FIELDS.

A OO0 LIV,



Walden

author - Henry David Thoreau
type of work - Essay

genre - Autobiography; moral philosophy; natural
history; social criticism

time and place written - 1845-1854, Walden Pond,
near Concord, Massachusetts

date of first publication - 1854

narrator - Henry David Thoreau

Walden: description of his life near the pond called
Walden belonging to Emerson. The author lived there
for nearly two years with only an axe at the beginning.
This book was a failure in his own time but became very
popular in the 20th century.

AREOUSYE.COM




Walden presented
Thoreau's unusual interest
in nature and showed his
individualism which inherited
from American Puritanism.
The book described the
author's extremely simple
life and regeneration he
experienced when he lived
near the Walden pond where
he put Emerson's
Transcendental doctrines

into practice in the actual
life.




W alden

= It came out of Thoreau's
two-year experiment at
Walden Pond. It stresses
the importance of thought
over material circumstance.
He believed that there was
the possibility for and
importance of change in
one's spiritual life which is
in harmony with nature.




Contents

1. Economy
2. Where I Lived, and What I Lived For
3. Reading

4. Sounds

5. Solitude

6. Visitors

7. The Bean-Field
8. The Village




9. The Ponds

10. Baker Farm

11. Higher Laws

12. Brute Neighbors
13. House-Warming
14. Former Inhabitants and Winter Visitors
15. Winter Animals

16. The Pond in Winter

17. Spring

18. Conclusion




Topics for Presentation

= 1. Had Thoreau ever bought a farm? Why did he enjoy
the act of buymg’ (P &SR ? N A=K
W SEIEFZE? D

= 2. Where indeed did Thoreau live, both at a physical
level and at a spiritual level? (M\¥))51 )2 [ AR # Z [HH K
RIRDAEAEMRE? )




Where I Lived, and What I Lived For

After playing with the idea of buying a
farm, Thoreau describes his cabin's location.
Then he explains that he took up his abode at
Walden Woods so as to "live deliberately, to
front only the essential facts of life, and see
if T could not learn what it had to teach, and
not, when I came to die, discover that I had
not lived."




Thoreau's Ideas Embodied in His
Walden

1.He saw nature as a genuine restorative healthy
influence on man's spiritual well-being, and regarded it
as a symbol of spirit.

He firmly believes that "nature objects and phenomena
are the original symbols or types which express our
thoughts and feelings.”" He was seen lost in
contemplation of the world around.

So Waldenis a faithful record of his reflections when
he was in solitary communion with nature, an eloquent
indication that he not only embraced Emerson's
Transcendentalist philosophy but went even further to
illustrate the pantheistical quality of nature.




2.Thoreau has faith in the inner
virtue and inward, spiritual grace of
man.

He holds that the most important
thing for men to do with their lives is
to be self-sufficient and strive to
achieve personal spiritual perfection.
5o he has been regarded as a prophet
of individualism in American
literature.

3.Thoreau was very critical of modern
civilization. It was, in his opinion,
degrading and enslaving man. As he
saw it, modern civilized life had
dehumanized man and placed him in a

- spiritual quandary.




= 4. TIn his opinion, spiritual
richness is real wealth.

s B. Walden exhibits
Thoreau's calm trust in the
future and his ardent
belief in a new generation
of men.
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Topics for Discussion

1. How do you understand "I am monarch of all T survey, My
right there is none to dispute."?

2. Can you discern some modernistic significance in this
essay?

(ecological balance, environmental protection, a prophet
who foresees the problems of environment)

3. Compare Thoreau's ideas with Chinese classical
philosophical ideas , can you find out some similarities?
(Chuang Tzu K7/ RA&—, NE5EBME/FHYD

MW E G GRATEREEN) f5E: “DHEDNA
R, RP R EER DA T EER. FAPEAN, &
SR P 0O AHE . ] LR 2 /) SCF R 3, 8 AT
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Group Discussion

What are the similarities and
differences of {FL/REWAY A (HEHE)D

What is the relationship between man and

nature? N5 H 2RISR R U0 ?

How should we deal with the
environmental problems now as a college

student? (EWKZFA, FATRL Eunfa] vLxt BE,
ERIFAR IR A ? )
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THE SCABRLIET LETTER
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Assignment

= Symbolic meanings of "A" in The Scarlet Letter.




